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10. FROM THE HOME GUARD UNTIL THE PRESENT DAY

Dot Wilson had been asked to tell the group about an incident that occurred
while she was at the village school.

The orchard next to the Rectory used to be used for teaching the schoolboys
of 11 years and upwards gardening. ‘Mr. Clark used to come from Bury St.
Edmunds to teach pruning, spraying of fruit trees and growing vegetables. One
day Ada Mortlock went as well for some reason, leaving the rest of the pupils
in the school with some work to do. They settled down quietly for a while but
not for long. A clock used to hang over the fireplace in the senior room,
with a "Clean Hand" shield (presesnted for getting a high number of points
after inspections) on the opposite wall. Beams went from one to the other,
with a gap between the beam and the ceiling. One of the older girls was the
ringleader. She got up on the desk and eventually many of the children were
throwing rubbers, pens, etc. and trying to get them to lodge up on the beam.
Some of the pens came down and pierced the boards. The children were very
noisy and completely out. of control. It seemed to go on for a long time.
There was a cloakroom with clothes pegs in the school. It also contained an
iron framed stand holding a jug and bowl and Lifebouy soap. Probably Miss
Mortlock and Mr. Clark had returned and were washing their hands when they
heard the noise, but Miss Mortlock saw Mr. Clark off before returning to the
room. It was nearly the end of the school day, when exercise books were to
be placed on Miss Mortlocks desk for marking. But there had not been much
work done that day!

The next morning, after the register and prayers, Miss Mortlock announced that
instead of the usual lessons, they would be doing dictation, copying down the
lesson she would read out. All were given a double sheet of paper to write
their names on. This was when cries came from many of the children that their
pens seemed to have gone missing! These were replaced, and the lesson was
read — on morality and good character. Dot still has her original copy of
this, and read it to the group.

She was asked when the incident took place, and said she left in 1940 and it
was several years before that. Miss Mortlock left in 1936, so it was before
then. When she left, a collection was made round the pupils and a handbag was
bought for her. Dot was asked to present this, and sat at the front of the
room, instead of her normal place at the back, with the parcel on her desk.
But when the time came, she was so upset and nervous that she could not speak
and Miss Mallion (later Mrs. Fenn), who was the assistant teacher, did the
presentation instead.

Dr. Le Mesurier had brought his collection of old postcards and documents
which were passed round. The cards included some of Stanstead that we had not
seen before.

‘The village post office was originally where Plover Cottage now stands. It
then moved to the bungalow where Michelle Wright lives, and was run by Miss
English. It later went down to the shop at the junction in Lower Street, run
by Billy Ringer, then to the Post House, before returning to its final site
back at the shop where it closed.

When the school closed, the older children went to Glemsford and the younger
ones to Hartest.

Mr. Honeywood used to live at Shelley and ran eight coaches from a yard there.
Albert Clarke was the cobbler where.Terra Cotta Place is, next door was Aunt
Kate's shop, which was a general stores.

The chapel closed, the post office and shop closed, leaving the Club, the pub
and the church - the only amenity which has been in the village for the whole
of the period covered by the course.




